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A Note from the Principal... 
 

Dear Parent/Guardians, 
It is hard to believe that our school year is 
coming to an end! June 22nd will be here 
before we know it! It has been a terrific year 
filled with many opportunities for all students to actively 
engage in academic skills expected at their grade level. It is 
always my hope that students will go far beyond our 
expectations and reach for the stars! 
 
Although summer is traditionally a time for rest, relaxation, 
vacationing and excitement, please continue to immerse 
your child in reading, writing, and math activities. Our 
demanding curriculum requires us to move forward as soon 
as the school year begins again on August 28th. Your 
support of academics over the summer is very important in 
the retention of all the wonderful skills and growth your 
child has made this school year. Participating in the 
Governor’s Reading Challenge and reinforcing reading, 
writing and math in your own way, will keep your child 
actively engaged in the process of learning. 

Reading can be supported in a variety of ways. Keep plenty 
of books and magazines around your home and in your car. 
Books on tape provide a wonderful way to pass the time on 
a long drive. Our Summer Reading list will be available on 
our website and at our public library. 
P lease help your c h i l d t o k e e p 
track of all the books read throughout 
the summer. This list must be sent to 
school at the onset of the 2017-2018 
school year for the G o v e r n o r ’ s 
Reading Challenge recognition. The 
staff and I are once again looking for 
100% participation. This year’s Governor’s Reading 
Challenge theme is “Build a Better World”. 

Writing is important too, so keep your child writing this 
summer. Postcards, grocery lists, diaries, vacation itineraries, 
reader response journals, letter writing to friends or 
relatives and/or a summer activity journal are all practical 
applications of written expression. 
 
There are many ways to keep math on your child’s plate 
during the summer reprieve too. With this in mind, we will 
also be participating in the 2017 Commissioner’s Summer 
Math Challenge:  Math All Around Us. To assist students in 
retaining math learning during the summer, the Summer 
Math Challenge, sponsored by the CSDE in partnership with 
Metametrics is offering a free math skills maintenance 
program based on grade-level standards. The program is 
targeted to students who have just completed grades 1 
through 8. It is designed to help students retain math skills 
learned during the school year. Families enroll online and 
receive daily emails from June 19th through July 28th, with 
fun activities and links to educational resources. To register 
your child, please visit the State Department of Education 
Website:  http://www.ct.gov/sde/summermathchallenge. To 
assure readiness for our kindergarteners, we will be 
providing parents with math activities to do during the 

summer months as they are not included in the math 
challenge. With practice, they too will be ready for the 
rigors of first grade. 

In addition to the Summer Math Challenge, keeping those 
flash cards handy and using them in the car or at home can 
be helpful too. There are many other activities that can 
keep our mathematicians sharp. Use measurement when 
building or making something new such as a garden, tree 
fort and/or adding a new deck to your home. When 
shopping, ask your child for help by asking him or her to 
total costs and then to determine the change they would 
receive back from the dollar amount given. The key is to 
create situations that show real application of the skills.

We all use reading, writing, and math skills on a regular 
basis. When children see a real use for those skills it 
becomes important and applicable to them, thus causing 
students to retain the knowledge. 

I extend a thank you to the Burnham School community for 
its support and guidance during the school year. It has been 
a great year, and I look forward to the 2017-2018 school 
year.

I wish the students, parents/guardians, and the staff a 
wonderful and pleasurable summer.

Sincerely, 
Cathy G. Colella 

Principal 

6/1 Volunteer Tea, 9:30 a.m.

6/2 Grade 4 to Livingston Ripley Waterfowl Conservatory

6/2 Grade 5 to New Britain Museum of American Art

6/5 Grade 3 to Institute of American Indian Studies

6/5 Board of Education-Student Awards, 7 p.m.

6/6 Field Day

6/6 PTO Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

6/9 Grade 2 to Roxbury Senior Center

6/13 Field Day Rain Date

6/14 Flag Day

6/14 Grade 2 to EverWonder

6/15 Grade 4 to State Capitol

6/15 Grade K/1 Field Trip to Beardsley Zoo

6/15 Grade 5 Field Trip to Sturbridge Village

6/19 Grade 5 Aloha Celebration

6/21 Early Dismissal, 12:45 p.m.

6/22 Last Day of School, Early Dismissal, 12:45 p.m.

JUNE DATES TO REMEMBER  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Grade K1 
Visiting Trowbridge  

Farm 
Students from WPS, BFS, and BS took their first visit to 

Trowbridge Farm in Bridgewater. The students learned the 

responsibilities of  how to care for the horses (grooming and tack). 

They also learned that horses have feelings and communicate 

using their body language. The students were able to make 

connections with the horses at Trowbridge and to the horse, Little 

Black, in the book that they are reading. We 

were fortunate to see a colt and a filly born 

about 5 weeks ago out in the paddock with their 

mothers. We will be returning to Trowbridge 

next week for our final visit where the children 

w i l l h a v e t h e opportunity to sit and 

read to several of  the horses. It is a wonderful 

e x p e r i e n c e a n d everyone is excited to 

return! 

Grade 2:  
The Maritime Center 

Second graders had a fabulous time at the Maritime 
Aquarium.   We saw a fabulous IMAX movie called Born 
to be Wild, which showcased people who care for 
orphaned elephants and orangutans and then take 
them back to the natural habitats.  The second graders 
also loved looking at all of the wild life like the octopus, 
frogs, seals, and sharks.   It was fun to touch the 
stingrays and jelly fish.  



Grade 3:  
Studying Crayfish 

Third graders are very excited to 
have crayfish in our classroom. 
The crayfish are part of our 

science unit on living 
things. We study t h e 
structures of crayfish and 
their functions. The students 
even ge t to name the 
crayfish based on their 

structures. We watch and observe their 
behaviors in di f ferent 
situations. For example, 
crayfish put their claws up 
i n t h e a i r t o m a k e 
themselves look scary to 

sca re 
o f f 
predators. We also track 
their territorial habits. We 
k e e p t r a c k o f w h i c h 
“house” the crayfish hide in 
daily to 

see if they mark their 
ter r i tory against o ther 
crayfish. We look at pictures 
of crayfish through different 
parts of the life cycle, from 
birth to death. This is a very 
hands on and exciting unit!! 

 Principal’s Weekly Schedule
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Burnham

P.M.
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P.M.
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Booth Free

Musical Mondays 
Burnham School’s after school singing 
club has been meeting for Musical 
Mondays throughout the spring. The 
singers learned some vocal exercises, 
combined with elements of pitch, 
harmony, and rhythm. The members 
had fun singing songs they liked to sing, 
while they developed both personal 
style and the ability to sing as a group. 
The group was smiling and singing in 
the hallways after school, and can now 
be found in Mrs. Collentine’s room at 
recess perfecting their craft. “Cafe 
Burnham’s Open Mic Lunch” will take 
place on Thursdays at lunch time, where 
the singers will perform in front of an 
enthusiastic audience of peers and 
staff. 



Grade 5 Invention 
Convention 

Inspiration was evident as our future 
scientists and engineers presented their 
inventions at Burnham’s Annual 5th Grade 
Shark Tank. With purpose and intensity, 
our inventors explained what inspired 
them to create their inventions, how the 
inventions were designed, and how they 
functioned. Students were limited to a 
$15.00 budget to bring their visions to form 
and function. Once again, our Shark Tank 
participants demonstrated that little ideas 
can spark helpful, and potential ly 
profitable, inventions. 



Studen
t 

Counci
l


News

 


News

“Color My World” Burnham School’s  
Spring Art and Music Show 

Our Band, Chorus and All-School Concert 
Our “Color Our World” concert was held at Burnham School on Monday, May 22nd. This concert featured music 

with a different color in each song. The show began with the 4th 
and 5th grade band performing under the direction of Mr. Adam 
Nanavaty.   Miss Kirk then led the chorus in singing three lovely 
songs-Two Jazz favorites, "Blue Skies" and "Pink Panther" and a 
beautiful song from "Finian's Ranbow" called "Look To The 
Rainbow." Kindergarten and 1st grade sang "The Muppet Movie" 

classic, "The Rainbow Connection." 2nd and 3rd grade sang a Robert Louis Stevenson based song called "Dark 
Brown Is The River." 4th and 5th grade sang a Johnny Cash favorite called "Orange Blossom 
Special" where we featured some of our talented 5th grade Ukulele players. We 
ended the the concert with "Over The Rainbow" where we featured our 
ukulele players and two soloists. Because it was a night celebrating the arts, we 
also included some poetry read by our students. Everyone did a spectacular 
job. It was truly a night to remember! 

Magnificent Works of Art On Display 
It's always exciting to share the K-5 students’ artwork and to finally show off the collective creativeness and skill 

demonstrated in elementary art! Mrs. Manley featured the 
students’ artwork - from 2- D work to sculpture and 
ceramics - throughout our school during the Spring 
Art and Music Show. 

Technology Projects Presented 
At the Spring Art and Music Show, technology projects the students have been working on in conjunction with 
their classroom work were showcased. With the assistance of Mrs. Rourke, each grade chose a project that they 
have been working on, enhanced it, and presented in a format that the parents are able to watch. The One-

dergarten class wrote acrostic poems in KidPix, and with Mrs. Rourke’s 
help, they used PhotoBooth to videotape themselves reading their poems. 
Grade 2 created “Arctic Animal Reports in Google Docs, drew pictures for 
the reports in KidPix and imported them into their 
reports. They videotaped an i n t r o d u c t i o n a n d a 

conclusion using PhotoBooth and then audio taped the rest of their reports using 
QuickTime. A presentation was displayed with their recorded voices, their typed essays, and 
videos. Grade 3 did the same with their Famous People from Connecticut Reports 
highlighting the lives of Nathan Hale, Harriet Beecher Stowe and many others. The fourth 
grade did reports on famous people of their choice which included a picture they drew of that person, and 

using ChatterPix they put their words to the now animated picture. 
Finally, Grade 5 created Shark Tank presentations for their Invention 
Convention products, and they were videotaped as well. The students 
thoroughly enjoyed enhancing their work and presenting it to their 
parents. 



Mrs. DeSantis 
With a Word from 

the Resource Center

For the fourth year in a row, Burnham was a recipient of the Governor’s Summer Reading Award. This 
award is given to participating schools who achieve the highest participation 
and  the  greatest  number  of  books  read  per  student,  kindergarten  through 
grade  5.  Recently,  I  accompanied  Burnham  student  representatives  Lily 
Bialack, Flynn Carney, and Hudson Tenreiro to Hartford to receive this award 
from Governor Malloy.

At  this  time  the  theme  for  this  summer’s  challenge,  BUILD  A  BETTER 
WORLD,  was unveiled.  The state  of  Connecticut  sponsors  The Governor’s 
Summer  Reading  Challenge,  to  stress  the  importance  of  reading.  Schools 
across the state compete to see who reads the most during the summer. The highest performing schools 

will receive recognition from Governor Malloy. Every child is given a journal 
to list what is read while on vacation. This journal should be turned in to their 
teacher  when  we  return  to  school  in  the  fall.  Everything  counts!   Schools 
compete based on student population and grade level.  For more information 
about this program, to print out a journal, and to find links for recommended 
reading  lists  for  all  grade  levels,  go  to:  www.sde.ct.gov/sde/ctread.  Many 
studies have shown the importance of reading during the summer to avoid 
achievement loss in the fall. Reading at home not only helps maintain literacy 
skills gained during the school year, but also helps gain additional ground in 

reading comprehension for a better start in the fall. Links to the Governor’s recommended reading lists, 
along with printable reading journals will also be posted on the School Library page of our Burnham 
School homepage.

Remember to check out the Burnham Library for planned activities and events.

It is also that time of year when all books are to be returned to the library for end of the year inventory. 
All items must be returned (or lost items paid for) by Friday, June 2, 2017. 

Wishing you all a very happy and safe summer vacation…and happy reading!

Mrs. DeSantis  
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The Burnham School Faculty and Administration wish to recognize 
all of our paraprofessionals for their hard work and dedication 
to the Burnham School staff and students. They 
reflect a caring tone, exhibit a guiding manner and 
perform assigned duties responsibly and skillfully to 
s u p p o r t g r o w t h a n d development within our 
students and our school. They provide an incredible 
service and support mechanism in the daily lives of our students.

Meet our 
teaching 
teams for 

the
2017-2018 

school year!

Recognizing Our Amazing 
Paraprofessionals!!



Buddy Breathing 
Mindfulness, according to Merriam Webster is: “the practice of maintaining a nonjudgmental state of 
heightened or complete awareness of one's thoughts, emotions, or experiences on a moment-to-moment 
basis.With May being Mental Health Awareness Month, we have introduced the practice of a daily quiet 
breathing time to the grade four students to assist with creating the space within 
to be mindful throughout the day. 

The daily 2-3 minute deep, focused breathing sessions are based on an idea 
promoted by Daniel Goleman, a psychologist, science journalist, and the author of 
the bestselling book: Emotional Intelligence. The idea is called “Buddy Breathing”. 
The students each chose a small TY beanie animal as their “buddy”. Each morning 

they lie down with the buddy positioned on their upper 
abdomen. They deep breathe in and out, slowly, watching as their buddy rises and 
falls with their diaphragm. Soft relaxing music plays in the background and the 
lights are low. The students have become increasingly skilled at this exercise with 
practice and have reported returning to the idea of stopping for a few deep breaths 
during stressors throughout the school day leading to a more mindful approach 
throughout their school day. 

What’s Bugging You? 
A friendly reminder to our families that ticks are out and about and vigilance is important. 

TICKS – We need to BLAST tickborne disease out of our lives. The BLAST message stands for the simple things we 
can do to prevent tick bites and tickborne disease. 

• B stands for Be Aware of your risk and Bath each evening if you’ve been outdoors. 
• L stands for Look for ticks and the rash every day. 
• A stands for Avoid tick infested areas when possible & Apply repellant whenever spending time in areas 

where ticks may be. Tuck pants into socks when possible and wear light colors. 
• S stands for Safeguard your yard and consider spraying your yards for ticks. There are 

many simple landscaping techniques that can be used to safeguard your yard and make it 
less tick friendly. 

• T stands for Treatment. Treat your pets with a veterinarian recommended treatment to keep 
ticks off your pets. Also, seek early Treatment if you or a loved one are bitten by a tick. 
Early detection and treatment can save families from a great deal of suffering. 

• For more information on BLAST go to Newtown Health District website http://www.newtown-ct.gov/
health-district/pages/tick-information-test-results for the Tick Info & Test Results webpage.  For more info 
on ticks, www.cdc.gov/ticks 

• A Slick Trick for Ticks- when you remove a tick with tweezers, sometimes the head breaks off and remains 
embedded in the skin. Here is a simple, painless method for removing ticks without leaving any parts behind: 
Moisten a cotton ball with a little water and rub it on a bar of soap. Cover the tick with the soapy cotton ball 
and rub gently counterclockwise. After one or two circles, sometimes more, you will find the tick intact on 
the cotton ball. Finish by washing the bite site with more soap and water and apply antiseptic. 

Notes and News from the Nurse...

http://www.newtown-ct.gov/health-district/pages/tick-information-test-results
http://www.newtown-ct.gov/health-district/pages/tick-information-test-results
http://www.cdc.gov/ticks
http://www.newtown-ct.gov/health-district/pages/tick-information-test-results
http://www.newtown-ct.gov/health-district/pages/tick-information-test-results
http://www.cdc.gov/ticks


News from  Mrs. McQueen and Mrs. DeSantis on 
Book Week/Screen Free Week  

The month of May was brought in with some fun activities from the library and the nurse’s office. As a 
school community we celebrated National Book Week and Screen Free Weeks. Students were 

encouraged to read and find other imaginative activities to do after 
school instead of being “glued to a 
screen”. Students had a book log for 
the week and got raffle tickets for 
each 15 minutes of reading logged. 
They had a day to really stretch their 
imagination and come to school 
dressed as their f a v o r i t e b o o k 
character. We also h a d a l o v e l y 

d e c o r a t e d w a l l s p a c e w i t h 
pictures students brought in of the 
most unusual reading places. They got a raffle ticket for their 
contributions and it was fun to see students reading deep in cabinets 
and upside down on play equipment! The 
week culminated in a l u n c h t i m e r a f f l e 
drawing. Each grade had one winner and the 

more tickets they got throughout the week the more of a 
chance they had!!! The winners r e c e i v e d a g i f t 
certificate for The Book Nook in New Mi l fo rd . The lucky 
winners were: Libby Planz, Evan R u p p e r t , M a s o n 
Romanoff, Hudson Tenreiro, Hailey Kelly, and Isabel Easley.  There were 
lots of smiles at the raffle drawing and a nice and energetic week of decreased 
screen time and increased book time was had by all! 

PE With Mr. Morgan  
Students in grades 4 and 5 just finished taking part in our weekly morning fitness class 
(also known as intramurals). Every Friday morning at Burnham, students would arrive to 

school just after 8:00 a.m. We would head down to the 
gym and take part in a bonus class that incorporated 
movement, sport skills, cooperative games, and fitness 
challenges. This was the perfect way for students to 
start their day. When students 
f o c u s o n c o n t i n u a l l y 

improving their fitness level, a positive lifelong impact can be 
achieved. A healthy student is better prepared to learn and 
perform in all aspects of school. Our current third graders will 
have the opportunity to take part in this program next year. 



 

A PTO Thanks! 
The Burnham School community 
enjoyed their annual staff luncheon on 
May 12th hosted by the Burnham 
School PTO. Every year this wonderful 
event is eagerly anticipated by the 
whole staff. A special thanks 
t o A s h l i Feather and 
her team of volunteers for 
o rg a n i z i n g a n d m a n a g i n g t h i s 
luncheon, as well as Executive Cuisine 
for catering it. It was a memorable 
day enjoyed by all!! 

Honoring our Volunteers! 
 

A big thank you to all our volunteers!  

Dedicated hearts like yours
Are not so easy to find.

It takes a special person to be
So generous and kind.

To care so much for all of us
Is a quality all too rare.

Yet you give your time and talents, 
For Burnham School to share.

So THANK YOU for being a volunteer, 
We’re grateful for all you do.

We hope you know how appreciated you   are,
Not just today, but the whole year through. 

Poem written by Kelly Roper,  modified for our Burnham School volunteers.

Parents are our partners in the important 
job of educating all our children. I 
urge you to attend and support the 

PTO, become a member, volunteer, and 
take part in helping your child to grow 

academically. PTO meetings will be held each 
month at 6:30 p.m. The next scheduled PTO 
meeting is June 6. We hope you plan to attend.

PTO

Visit Our Website!  
Our web address is www.region-12.org. 
Once you are at the district’s home page 
you can visit Burnham School’s website. 
The staff will be adding information 
regularly. Please use it as an additional 
resource for information gathering.. 

http://www.region-12.org
http://www.region-12.org


Good Character Traits:  
(Referenced in Board of Education Policy #0210.3) 

Region 12 is dedicated to strengthening the character of our students by encouraging a consistent 
set of ethical values that direct and guide behavioral choices. These universal values, which 
transcend political, religious, cultural, and the Golden Rule encompasses economic differences,  “Do 
unto others as you would have them do unto you.” Therefore, good Character Traits are essential to 
the learning process. We work throughout the year in developing the following: Trustworthiness  

1. Respect 
2. Responsibility 
3. Fairness 
4. Caring 
5. Citizenship 

Good conduct is synonymous with good citizenship. Students are expected to exercise good 
citizenship at all times while in school, attending school-related activities and after school activities 
conducted at the school. This includes showing respect for the rights of others and regard for 
personal and school property. Students should strive to contribute to the climate of the school by 
being courteous and well mannered.  
Burnham School also utilizes The Second Step Program to promote social skills necessary to be a 
caring community. Additionally, grades three through five have access to a second program, Steps to 
Respect when needed. 
It is our hope that the power and influence of the school-family partnership will provide consistent 
messages to our students regarding the development of positive student behaviors and thus, 
improve student learning.

Congratulations, Giselle Bazos!
Congratulations to Giselle 
Bazos who is headed to the 
National Invention Convention 
and Entrepreneurship Expo that 
will be held in Washington, DC. 
Giselle invented “The Retainer 
Container” and submitted her 
idea to the Region 12 Invention 
Convention. She won the local 
level and then advanced to win 
the regional competition at 
Western Connecticut State 
University. UConn hosted the 
statewide convention where 
Giselle was named a 2017 state 
f i n a l i s t . T h e B u r n h a m 
community is proud of her 
wonderful accomplishment!



Free Summer Meals Button
To locate a Connecticut Free Summer Meals programs, available for 
children 18 years old and younger click on the Summer Meals Location 
Finder Button or go to www.CTSummerMeals.org. The Location Finder is 
a searching tool that uses an address, town, or zip code to locate Summer 
Meals locations and displays the results in both a Google Map and as a 
list with all of the pertinent information (location, hours, meals served, etc.) 
included.  

http://www.CTSummerMeals.org/location-finder
http://www.CTSummerMeals.org/location-finder

